
  

 

 
 

  Number of first year 

students (first time 

in college) 

4551 students 
3950 last fall 

Enrollment in Fall 

Semester 

93.1% enrolled full-time 

6.9% enrolled part-time 

13.7 average credit hours 

43.2% enrolled in 15 hours or more (37% last fall) 

Average Age 18.1 years 

Hispanic Ethnicity 95% 

Financial Aid 

86.8% awarded financial aid 

65.5% awarded Pell Grant 

56.3% awarded Texas Grant 

8.2% awarded work study 

Declared major (by 

college) 

27.28% Health Affairs 

17.86% Liberal Arts 

14.8% Sciences 

13.8% Engineering and Computer Science 

9.8% Business and Entrepreneurship 

6.6% University College (undeclared) 

5.0% Education and P-16 Integration 

4.7% Fine Arts 

College credits 

transferred in 

earned through dual 

credit, AP etc. 

19.47 average hours 

17.2% with over 45 hours (13.9% last fall) 

Top 8 enrolled 

classes 

 

36.5% in ENGL 1301 Rhetoric & Composition I 

33.4% in Math 1314 College Algebra 

33.1% in HIST 1301 U.S. History I 

32.3% in UNIV 1301 Learning Framework 

24.3% in BIOL 2401 Anatomy & Physiology I 

23.3% in BIOL 1406 General Biology I 

20.1% in MATH 1342 Elem. Statistical Methods 

19.7% in ARTS 1301 Art Appreciation 

Required to take 

developmental 

courses by Fall start 

7.0% math (6.3% last fall) 

2.8% reading and/or writing (7.3% last fall) 

Average ACT score 19.85 

What excites me about coming 

to UTRGV is knowing I am starting 

my road to success.  It excites me 

to know I’m learning new things 

because I am the first member of 

my entire family to go to college! 
Evelyn, Exercise Science Major 

I’m nervous about meeting the 

professors and asking them 

questions.  I’m nervous about 

how big the university is and that I 

might not make friends. 

Janira, Education Major (BIS) 

The reason I’m seeking a college 

degree is so I can provide for my 

family.  I want to be able to give 

my wife and kids what they 

need and want.  I want to not 

have to worry about living 

paycheck to paycheck.  I want 

to be able to enjoy life, not 

stressing every day. 

Tristan, Criminal Justice Major 

 

I’m excited about college 

because we have more freedom 

to be or become who we are.   

Brenda, Education Major (BIS) 

I’m nervous about failing, not a 

class, but more so my family.  I 

want to make them proud to 

have me as their daughter, 

sibling, etc. 

Melanie, English Major All data is preliminary based on enrollments and records during the first week of class. 

An introduction to our incoming first year students for UTRGV faculty 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Selected Items from The Mindset List for the Class of 2021 

This generation of entering college students was born in 1999 (at least for 18-year-olds).  See 
https://www.beloit.edu/mindset/2018/ for the complete mindset list from Beloit College. 
 

 

 
  1. They are the last class to be born in the 1900s, 

the last of the Millennials. 

  2. There have always been emojis to cheer us up. 

  3. Zappos has always meant shoes on the internet 
and Amazon has always invited consumers to 
follow the arrow from A to Z. 

  4. In their lifetimes, Blackberry has gone from 
being a wild fruit to being a communications 
device to becoming a wild fruit again.  

  5. Paleontologists have always imagined dinosaurs 
with colorful plumage. 

 

 

 6. One out of four major league baseball players 
has always been born outside the United 
States. 

  7. The Latin music industry has always had its 
own Grammy Awards. 

  8. Men have always shared a romantic smooch 
on television. 

  9. There has never been a sanctioned Texas 
A&M bonfire. 

 10. Bill Clinton has always been Hillary Clinton’s 
aging husband. 

 

 

Faculty can support first year 

students by fostering a learning 

environment that demonstrates to 

students both acceptance and a 

sense of belonging. Students need to 

be able to explore their beliefs and 

discover what provides purpose and 

meaning in their lives within a space 

where they feel both challenged and 

supported. Providing this space, 

further motivates them to fulfill their 

potential. 

Sofia Montero, MBA, MEd 

Lecturer III, University College 

Students’ cultural and linguistic experiences are diverse and can 

serve as funds of knowledge when activated in a college classroom. 

Students know our region and possess a strong sense of service and 

giving back to their community. They understand the needs and 

assets of our community and their own needs and assets. I implement 

inclusive pedagogical approaches to ensure all students have an 

opportunity to achieve success. I use community engaged learning, 

undergraduate research, and project based learning as I invite 

students to inquire about issues that impact our region and design 

documents that mutually benefit our University and surrounding 

community. This creates a sense of belonging and purpose and 

increases their academic success and growth as community leaders, 

writers, and professionals.  

Alyssa G. Cavazos, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor, Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy Studies 

I like to empower first year students and promote entrepreneurial 

spirit, collaborative research projects, teamwork, 

communication, leadership, decision making, self-management 

and professionalism skills. One way that I encourage students to 

engage in the community and develop their own entrepreneurial 

and management skills has been through “out of the building” 

research projects and experiential learning to assist the 

community by applying their knowledge to real-world problems. 

One of the greatest outcomes is to have students placing 

themselves as “Change Agents” and walk away with 

confidence as it relates to their own ability to learn and transfer 

the experience into practice. 

Sylvia Robles de Viera, Ph.D. 

Lecturer I, International Business and Entrepreneurship 

Faculty Insights into 
Working with First 

Year Students 

https://www.beloit.edu/mindset/2018/
https://www.beloit.edu/mindset/2018/

